FAQ's MEDCOM Regulation 40-54

In the clinic setting, if regional or local anesthesia is administered by a
provider performing the intervention is a second time out necessary?

The Regional Anesthesia procedures verification processes. Section 9.a. was
written as special verification for anesthesia providers performing procedures in
conjunction with other procedures.

In the Non- OR settings if a local or topical anesthetic is administered by a
provider, and the provider does not leave the immediate room or area, a second
time out is not required - see MEDCOM Reg. section 8.c.(3). The intent is to
ensure the correct procedure is completed on the intended patient - any
disruption to the procedure - provider leaving room, interruption, phone call,
etc. - places the provider in a situation where the human factor of distraction
may cause error. A second time out to refocus is suggested as an action to
prevent error.

Is local anesthesia (given by the operating physician) considered "regional
anesthesia"? Yes, the definition for regional anesthesia does include local and
topical.

Is MEDCOM 741-1 required for Non OR settings as the form for documenting the
process?

Yes, the process of verification remains the same (see policy), however
documenting on the 741-1 ensures TJC 2008 UP requirements and standardization for
MEDCOM practices.



