Medical "quality assurance records" are confidential and privileged and

may not be disclosed to any person or entity except as provided by the

statute. 10 U.S.C. § 1102(a).  A "quality assurance record" is "the proceedings, records, minutes,

and reports" that are produced by a medical quality assurance program and/or emanate from quality assurance programs. 10 U.S.C. § 1102(j)(2).

b. A "medical quality assurance program" is any activity carried out

to assess the quality of medical care and to prevent medical

incidents or risks, whether it be carried out by a committee or an

individual. 10 U.S.C. § 1102(j)(1).

2. 10 U.S.C. § 1102 offers broad protection of medical information created

under the auspices of a QA program. Medical Records are rarely, if ever,

created for QA purposes and consequently are not QA protected.

3. QA records are exempt from release under FOIA. 10 U.S.C. § 1102(f).

(An Exemption 3 "Other Withholding Statute").

F-16

4. Access to QA records under the Privacy Act. No current systems notice

for QA records (meaning the QA records should not be maintained by

name).
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