3 Nov 2008
Dear BACH Beneficiary,
In an effort to provide preventive care to our patients, BACH continues to offer the pneumococcal vaccine (pneumonia shot).   This vaccine is a safe and effective means to help older adults and other individuals at risk for chronic illness to prevent pneumonia. This shot is different than the flu shot you receive yearly. 

The pneumococcal vaccine (pneumonia shot) is available for all eligible adults over age 65 and anyone who experiences special health problems such as: lung, heart, liver or kidney problems, diabetes, sickle cell disease, alcoholism, or HIV/AIDS.  Pneumococcal disease is a bacterial illness that can cause a serious sickness and often death.  It is one of the leading causes of death in the United States today.  Older adults and people with known diseases or illnesses are more likely to suffer complications from the disease.
Most often individuals need only one pneumococcal shot for a lifetime; however, a booster shot may be required for some people who have received the shot prior to turning age 65.

Our records indicate that you are a Tricare Prime/Plus patient at Blanchfield and that you have not had a pneumococcal vaccine (pneumonia shot) within our facility.  We invite you to walk into your clinic during normal operating hours and request your pneumococcal vaccine (shot) from your primary care provider.  Or you may go to the Immunization Clinic to receive the shot Monday – Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

If you already had your pneumococcal vaccine (shot) at another location, please provide the nurse in your Primary Care Clinic with date (month and year) and name of location so they may update your electronic medical record.  If you do not choose to have the vaccine, please call (xxx)xxx-xxxx so we may update your record to show you do not wish to have this vaccine this year.  We thank you for helping us take care of you and we look forward to hearing from you.
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