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MEMORANDUM FOR Commanders, MEOCOM Reglonal Medical Commands 

SUBJECT: The Adult ~neumovax' Immunization Strategy 

I . Reference: Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Immunization Guidelines. 

2. Purpose: To provide strategy for the adoption and implementation of an adult 
~neumovax@ immunization strategy to improve healthcare maintenance. 

3. Proponent: The proponent for this policy is the Assistant Chief of Staff for Health Policy 
and Services. 

4. Policy: 

a. The vision of the Army Medical Department (AMEDO) is to provide world-class 
evidence-based healthcare. This will be accomplished by leveraging Armed Forces Health 
Longitudinal Technology Application (AHLTA) and central databases to improve healthcare 
maintenance for beneficiaries. Maximizing adult pneumococcal pneumonia prevention by 
increasing the ~ n e u m o v a x ~  immunization rates will be our initial focus. 

(1 ) Pneumococcal disease is the sixth leading cause of death in the US. 

(2) ?neumovax@ is the most cost effective preventive intervention currently available. 
This campaign has the potential to save $500.00 per vaccine given. 

(3) The Healthy People 201 0 goal is to vaccinate at least 90% of individuals age 65 
and older. Current M2 data show that only 24% of enrolled Army beneficiaries over age 65 
are immunized and 14% of all over age 65 beneficiaries are immunized. 

b. The goals of this policy: 

(1) To increase the percentage of beneficiaries age 65 and older with one 
documented ~ n e u m o v a x ~  vaccine in AHLTA affer age 65. By Jan 07,45% of all patients 
age 65 and older should have at least one fneumovaxR immunization documented in 
AHLTA; by Jun 07, an increase to 65%; and by Jan 08, to 95%. 

(2) To decrease hospitalization rates for pneumonia as measured by the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Prevention Quality Indicator (PQI) measures. 
The numerator is inpatient admissions for pneumonia; the denominator is all patients age 




































